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i sliu;:bied. I tilieC, my eyes nearllr

cicssei anrl jr;ke-r nct usilall;r funn_v ,,,,,er*
liuiderly i:il;lriciis. 1 tvas hung Lrver ily ? p.
n:., axii !t was all in the line of dirty. Scrt +i.

Bui lhat's whal irappens wh*n a couplc ni
iriS' v,'iliirrg cops, a volrrnleer, ;r ringer anii
a rcpciter get dr;:nk and act as guinea pigs
{cr p*iice ofiicers iraining in :rdrninistcring
iri:iri :cill'ir:ty i+:sts "* ti:ose l,ests y*u iaklr
;;:arriing $n the sidil of the road a.fiel ,vi:u'vil
i;eirr ;:uiiei oi'r:r' i;y a ;;r.rilcr 1,.{fi':r:i s:.rt1ri.
c :i;r,is cf ylr,:';' drivlng 

"

Il v;as lhe fnurllr ihrer:-rlali cless cf its
i;ipe at lir,r Washtenari' Coralliunity {loIlogr
pclice acrdem)', anil lr;liners eailed it lire
iesl one yci.

I,t's callcd the llorizontal {iaze liystag-
lrrus class, and it started tirroe years ag{}
.,vllen Ann A:'bor Polir:e and Michigan Siate
Folicr moved to standardize fieiC sabriet.l
Itsi,ing ;ind lraining ac:'oss the :;i:rtc"

Tl;c iraining is for police ofiicers aliead;,,
in iilr. field, according lo Ralph Galvin. iii-
rector cf public srrvice training at W(-lC.

liil l6 it:iii:iijga:r ti"li.r.- irl,iir:r,. L:^i:r;t*.:c r-^"
a.io illtii r1(;,! ii ir {)l r'!i i' r-r: li'ii i: i: i i.:it;t a iili si_.1 l i.i
r:cls ir {lm i;iirei: rili:li'irrii:i:is a-l't lglrni:r
horv to rcllilr:ci lil* si;r.;dni-.:lius:il itcid sobi
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They do that in rvhat msst peopie
rnight tinrl an mlcresiing nt:pncr,

'Ihcy get pe*ple dn:nli. {.}:; pr.r::-
p*se. "Anri the;.'ke*p ihem ihat wa3,"
frr fivc hours. On ernpty stolnaeirs.

llcri' rvar; my chance. gr.lq;-r1';i';g

to one friendly ,:op. My rhancr ici"
rvhat, I p-ondered. Blackrnail? frir.
n<1, b* said, id$'D be getling tfu"r.;nk
ico. He wa.s right * here 1&,aS m,"
chanee.

5o otf we toddled, soon ic crinx
ihe most amazing amou:rfs ci li*
qiicr, 0n stomaehs 11'e iiad been *r-
dered tn keep empty.

By learning the iveighi of lhe
guinea plgs, the iesters deterr,rined
hoiv much alcohai we shcuid dnnli
to get us tc various lei,els cf i_nta:r -
cation.

Iiaving haei onlv an orange and a
i:ottte of seltzer all tiay, beginrdng
at 1 p.m. l{ednesday, tr drank the
equivalent of about four shots *f
vodka, mixed with orange jr:ice" i:l
35 minutes. I was ailowed up to an
hour to drink it. I was supposeri ta
register .08 on a breath tesi, lega!i;.'
irnpaired., but not intoxicated.

Washtenaw Sheriff's Sgt. Brian
Sliller, who tips the scales at airerut
240 paunds, downeci 15 shots cf
rvhiskey. He tvas airnhg for a .i,i
bload alcohol content. abrrcst haif
again the legal .10 level.

Ileputy Ted Williams drank
about six shots.

Deputy Cindy Squires riowneci
about fiye shots, aiming for a .10.

A volunteer named Shaim drank
about 5-trl2 shots.

Mariellen, a small lt'oman,
aimed for a .i4.

At the end of the holr, we were
gi'ren breatli tests. I registered.
only .0?, so they gay€ me half again
as rnuch liquor as i'd had before.
i.iext time, I registered .11, over
the legal intoxication iimit. By ttris
ture, I toid trainers confidentl;r, I
felt a little high, but nct neariy as
drunk as I'd expected from hearing
stories from police.

Shawn was glassy-eyed.
Miller, William, Sguires and I

were suddenly finding hilarious an
awful lot of things that rveren'l par-
ticularly funny. &leriellen ptrayerJ
cards with Gal'rin.

By 3 p.m., we lvers directed to
act unrler testils as if we didn't

turn a.nrl rvalk :lr*i* lie*s i:a,c,!
kreping :/*s.tr e'in-c ii yorrr sidr
l**king at, your l'fri. rlitr.jiil:ng {}r.j

lt;l;r"i, " tlie;r s*irt.
lraw, that's a it:i L,- ::en:satbe

wh*n ;i6u're Cru::& anti iia:aic y*r
:l iP rl 't

tliayhc ti:al's ivh;.' i ieii r:if th,
iint: ihree tim*s, iay;1ru:s fiailerl t.,

keep ine vertical allrl I turned thi
?.mng way - fO{Ift T3}1SS - be
{cre I ffirally got it rigiri - sari af.

Anrl, eh! ll:e sxclain.ttir-:ns of jo1
frem ths testers xire n the;
waiehed m:i ey-q.l bcu*er arcu:d j;
m;r heael i

That:va.s lhe tyetagcu,c tes! - i
:nedica! reaction rn ti:e ryes tc
ain*ng ciher lhings. aie ehqii.

Testers hr:lti a pen *i' sj:nilar cb
jeci in front of and just cver ti'u
lnead cf thc drivei, and move i1

sl*wly back and feCh in frent of thr
dnver's Jale .

?bc eyes cf r,rost per:ple whr
have been drin&ing rvilt start tr
;erk. ruther ihan glide, as they fol.
low the pen. The so$cer they jerk
the more the drivei: has had tr
dr,nk.

Testers should be abie io calcu.
tate, within 2-5 percenl, the btocd
alcchol levei of the driver.

Well, they nailed me, ali right. l
could even feel rny eyes jerking al
they followed tire pe:r, and there
wasn't a thing I could do ai:out it.

They didn't trip me up, though,
on iny A-BC's. And I ihink I scared
t few cf 'enl when I lvas toid lri
close rny eyes, throw baek rny bead
and ree ite m"v rniddle narne, letters
beiween t and Q and cccupation *
-ves, there were deiinit*ly a ferv
giances between the tesicrs when I
gof the first two anslver-s right, and
aunounced "reporter" cn tlre lasi
questron,

ft{eanwhile. Wiitias:s was jive-
waiking bis line ; $foller, rvhc blerv
ir .18, was havi.ng trouble sianding
up he was laughing so bard; and a
iat cf cops rvere puzeled ahrout Mar-
iellen.

It seems she was a ri*ger. She's
ilone this before, and she's a rarity,
someone wbo d*esn'i have an accu-
rate nystagmus. She's also a "$ea-
soned" drinker who is abrle to rnask
many of her other symptoms.

She biew a .16 - plenty intoxicat-
ed - on the breatir tesi l]o one es-


