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l:jr::'r,

m* Vc|rghl tallis hig an* ir ;
"hot dog" sk"di\cr." bui iie
kno..vs lvhiil he's doing, " he
adds.

Il's wlnd;' 1vh.n ihey ihtow
Open ihe do0i.to sighi the iand-
ing area. Bill slaps me on the
.h^,'ld^,. d;.,^- lF c";,t1. , ,:OC

rookis the thumLls up. and
smiles. lIe's 0n tir€ strdl. i{il
throrvs himself backrvard. anC
he's gone * no sound ai aii.

The plane's banhing so J{rdj;
can tvatch his student - llti +v-
er;vone's got a parachute 0n hui
nre. Nothing tir hlng "n to. rI.l,
I don't iall out. I rlon't.

Jody's poinling el ;rn ;,lr:F,-
{:ter slrapprd to his rvrisi. Ter
thousand feet! He'd tolci me .re
were going to only 9,000 fftl --
as if it makes any diffe;:elcr at
this height.

I'm nodding - and th€''r icil-
ing him 1d0n't knO-*,why .l'nr uri
here an]-way - let's call il a
rvrap and go home. Last n:irrute
jitters. Maybe my friends had
something there - maybe 1 arrr
nuts.

Too late.
He s hooking and strapping

me and mv harness to him and
his. We arc attached ncw al
shoulders anci iegs.

r\s I croirch in front oi hin. he
pl:ints his righl foot oui onto the
step. My ieet iollorv. then his
other foot. We boih duck so
Jcdy, leaning forward over rne.
can fit ihr0ugh the liny plane
door.

llis hauds arc on minr'. help-
ing me defSr the 70 to 80 n1ph
winds hitting us fac€-on. and
helping me grab the struts.

It's rvindy. I've never ieli
\A'ind like this. And cold. And
clear - we can scc lh€ F-eimi
nuclear plant in ilIonroe, the llu-
ron Toivers in Ann Arbor, l,ake
Erie and the city of Toledo.

The farms are green and pre-
cisely laid out. It's ali so small
and pretty and pcriecl. Thc skv
is biue, no clouds for miles.

NO XVAIiNING I He didn't
give me any rvarningl We're
failing - 120 mph torvard the
earth. ncarly trvo miles bciow
us. I'm screaming in shock. lly
€ars are plugged.

Then I stop. Silence, €xcept
ior the wind bashing into us.
Jody's tapping ml: on the head.
urging me to look at the photog-
rapher rvho jump€C out just a
,:naa6d l'-hirn '!c L;" h--;- L--


