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Dianne Brown was flummoxed.

There she was, writing a check on the account she shares with her husband to The Ann Arbor News Warm the Children program.

But the check, thanks to her husband Robert, bore a great big Ohio State logo, and there she was, sending it to an Ann Arbor institution.

She was used to the contradiction. The pair have attended many University of Michigan football games, she in maize and blue, he in scarlet and gray.

So Robert Brown laughed when his wife chafed. 

"I said 'I just can't send this without saying something,'" Dianne Brown said.

The result?
An Ode to Sending Ohio State Check to A2
Husband and I - don't always agree.
Look at check. As you can see
He roots for Ohio State, a very big fan
While I just sit quietly - Sit by my man.
His heart is good and so is mine
The verse itself, is not sublime.
Our intentions are good
As is the check.
So cash it please,
What the heck!
The Browns have donated to Warm the Children since the program was created 12 years ago. The nonprofit program uses donations from readers to buy new, warm winter clothing for needy children in Washtenaw and southern Livingston counties.

"We have six children and nine grandchildren, and you know kids always need something. But my husband and I don't need anything, so this is our Christmas gift to one another," Brown said. "We just give one another a little something to open, and get something for the grandchildren."

As a mother taking her own children to school, she said, she saw children in thin jackets, with no hat or gloves, and "your heart goes out to them."

So she'd approach teachers about the children who needed help, and often would buy or hand down a jacket.
With Warm the Children, Brown said, "it's so nice the children are able to go and pick what they want, can be excited about getting a coat that they like, instead of a hand-me-down."

"To be warm - it's pretty basic," she noted.
