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Two others died in crash on Dean Road in Livingston County
News Staff Reporter

Raymond Roehlk looked death in the face Tuesday night and snatched a scrap of life from it - an 8-year-old girl who was trapped in the back seat of a burning car.
Two others died in the crash, but the young girl rescued by Roehik was treated for burns and then released from a Grand Blanc hospital.
For Roehik, it was a fiery scene from hell, one that "I never ever in my entire life had seen ... or ever want to again."
The 62-year-old Deerfield Township man was watching television with his wife, Helen, just after 9:30 p.m. when they heard a crash outside their home on Dean Road near Argentine Road in northern Livingston County.
Roehlk drove his truck out to the road where he saw a car had slammed into a tree, and shouted to his wife to call 911.
"As I got toward the car, it started to catch fire," he recalled Wednesday. "There was a little girl in the back seat, screaming. In that short time, seconds, flames had developed on the driver's side - really the whole left side of the car. I could not see the driver; that side was covered in flames."
William James Kerr Jr., 21, of Shelbyville, Ind., was already dead, killed on impact, according to an autopsy conducted Wednesday, Livingston County Sheriff Robert Bezotte said. 
So was 15-year-old Kaitlyn Keri Cunningham, of Deerfield Township, who was slumped over in the front passenger seat of the two-door vehicle when Roehik got there. He shook her, got no response, so he turned his attention to the child in the back seat.
"The flames were getting terrible," Roehlk said. "I could hardly pull the little girl out. She was screaming. It was something you never want to experience."
As flames dropped on her from the ceiling, Roehik yanked the girl free.
"Her clothing was smoldering. I threw her on the ground and rolled her over and, by the time 

I rolled her over, a few seconds, the whole car was involved in flames," Roehlk said.
Chase Lynn Labell, Cunningham's step-sister, was burned on her stomach and lower body, Roehlk said. He put her on the bed of his pickup truck and waited for rescue workers.
Bezotte said witnesses in the area saw Kerr driving at a high rate of speed on the dirt road just before the crash. He said Kerr was driving the girls, his fiancee's sister and step-sister, home from a Hartland pet store that the family had just purchased.
Chase Labell's father was 20 to 30 minutes behind Kerr's car, Bezotte said, and came up on the scene while emergency workers were there.
Roehlk, co-owner of a machine shop in Wixom, said the Labell family had just moved into a house around the corner from him. Roehlk was not injured in the rescue.
"I'm just tired," he said Wednesday afternoon.
