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Miriam Stidd understands more about finances - how jobs earn money and money buys food - than you might think a 4-year-old would.

And she has the will to help those who have less.

She got her first piggy bank when she was 2, and whenever she was given a coin, Miriam "fed" it to her piggy.

The only time the Ypsilanti child wanted to take money out of her two banks was when she wanted to help her mother, Kira, replace her old clunker of a car. But that changed last week when she saw someone less fortunate.

The mother and daughter were leaving a grocery store parking lot when they saw a man with a sign: "No job. Please help." Kira stopped and gave him a dollar.

"Miriam wanted me to explain it," Kira recounted. "I said he doesn't have a job, so he doesn't have money for food and a house, and it's hard."

A short time later, Miriam, an only child, made an announcement.

"Mommy," she said, "I want to give my piggy bank to people who don't have jobs."

Since Miriam had two banks, Kira asked if she wanted to donate the money from one and keep the coins in from the other to spend at The Rocket, a downtown Ypsilanti toy and candy store.

But Miriam wasn't swayed. She insisted all of it go to kids who need food.

Sean Stidd, Miriam's father, and Kira decided on SOS Community Services, an Ypsilanti-based nonprofit that provides comprehensive services to homeless Washtenaw County families.

On Monday, Miriam followed through, turning over the $24.83 in her banks - enough to buy a meal for 50 children. 

"I think it's great. Her mom and I always like to do things like this, but for her to jump up and want to give makes us feel proud," Sean Stidd said.
