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Snoop is one 'dogged' dog
She survives life in Afghanistan, a death order to get to Ypsilanti
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Snoop the dog has traveled 125 miles on foot in Afghanistan, across minefields and high traffic roads.
She has survived a military execution order, dug in the trash for food, slept under tents and in bunkers.
Last week, she traveled by military convoy to an airfield, and was lodged in a crate for two days, while spending as much as 18 hours in the air.
Then it was another six hours on the road, only to face a run-in with Berkley, better known as "Barkley," the energetic schnauzer.
The 65-pound brindle mix survived it all to arrive Sunday at the Ypsilanti home she'll live in for the next few months, while she waits for her soldier to rotate back to the states and take her on one last trip, this one to her new home in Texas.
It's all thanks to about $3,000 in donations, mostly from people she'll never meet, people who read an Ann Arbor News article about the order that Snoop had to go, and how National 

Guard medic Reiko Peterson was trying to send her to her new home.
Grace and Roger Peterson, the parents of Reiko, picked Snoop up in Chicago Saturday, and pulled up in an Ypsilanti park near their home Sunday afternoon to introduce Snoop to their dogs, Berkley and Otto, on neutral territory.
After all that time cooped up in her crate, Snoop was raring to go, straining at her leash so that she sometimes nearly pulled Grace Peterson over. 
She vigorously investigated everything and everyone who came near, and spotted Berkley, 5, and Otto, 16, from a block off, as they approached with the Peterson's friend and occasional dog-sitter, Billie Schroeder.
She was on high alert when Otto arrived first, but the two quickly sniffed, then agreed to ignore each other. She was firmly persuaded by Roger Peterson - a 16-year Marine veteran - to ignore Berkley as he barked and shoved at her.
After a two-block walk home, all three dogs tore out into the Petersons' back yard.
After Snoop introduced herself to the neighbors and investigated every corner of the yard, she took off with Berkley after a ball Schroeder threw - but didn't know she was supposed to pick it up and bring it back.
There was a panicky moment when Snoop charged off toward the gate but she braked to a halt in time to avert disaster, and never tried to clear the gate, as she easily could have done.
She's got a trip to the vet for a checkup today, then she'll settle in to wait for Reiko Peterson. 

She was supposed to return in May, but her tour as a medic has been extended to at least June.
Snoop is also scheduled to meet the next important woman in her life - a trainer who is supposed to teach Snoop that she'll be expected to obey Reiko, as she is not currently inclined to do.
Snoop's story is tangled.
When a Virginia unit was assigned to what is now Peterson's medical base in Afghanistan, Snoop made an impression on the men who took care of her as a pup. When a commanding officer ordered all the dogs on the base killed, the medics couldn't carry out the order. They had Snoop taken 125 miles away from the base and left there. She showed up three weeks later, emaciated and lethargic.
A new commanding officer let Snoop stay, but a third put out another order - Snoop finally had to go.
Reiko Peterson contacted Military Mascots, a grassroots organization that raises money to help soldiers send home the dogs they adopt overseas.
In a telephone interview in February, Peterson said sending Snoop home "would actually be my one bright spot of having been here."
Peterson hoped to have Snoop home nearly a month ago, but finally got her onto the monthly convoy from her base to Bagram last week.
Peterson could not be reached Sunday. Grace Peterson said that "we're grateful to the people who read about her and donated money" to bring Snoop to Michigan."
Peterson said in February that she didn't even want to think about coming home without 

Snoop being there to greet her.
"I can't bear the thought of her getting dropped off again or getting hurt," she said. "I want to give her a good home."
While Reiko Peterson is sometimes away from the base for a week at a time, whenever she opens her e-mail next, there will be something waiting for her, Grace Peterson said.
Pictures of Snoop the Dog, safe, and nearly home. Waiting for Reiko.
