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It's time to leave the University of Michigan Medical 

Center, whether it's to continue a recovery or find 

hospice.

You may still need care, be it outpatient therapy, a 

temporary home nurse or a long-term care facility.

You need a plan, you need it to fit your life and that of 

your family, and you have to find a way to pay for it.

You need, in short, registered nurse Brian Kobylarz, who 

embraces his job with a level of enthusiasm that seems 

like, well, he was made for it.

In fact, that's what he was told as a child by an aunt, a 

gentle, soft-spoken woman who was an RN. He often helped 

care for elderly neighbors on his street and his mother 

had wanted to be a nurse. His aunt told him he would be 

well-suited for the role.

Kobylarz is usually gentle and soft-spoken.

But this is a man with a couple of speed settings.

He has an oddball sense of humor.

He stands facing all the people in the elevator who are 

trying to avoid the glance of anyone else in the elevator, 

intentionally making them uncomfortable - until they crack 

up.

And just watch Kobylarz announce himself as "Brian the 

Magnificent." The words fairly leap from his mouth, and he 

suddenly becomes so animated that you expect him to leap, 

too.

The magnificence comes into play in situations big and 

small.

"It can be as simple as, when an elderly person doesn't 

have much support, taking time to sit and listen to what 

they have to say.

"And I believe in touch," he said. "When I shake a 

person's hand, I might hold it just a little bit longer, 

and that makes a difference."

But as for the real magnificence, "I can't be magnificent 

by myself. It's the people. It's the other nurses, the 

patients, the families, who contribute to what I do," 

Kobylarz said.

It's also the university.

"It's really like a family. I lost my brother last year to 

cancer. When I came back, folks hugged me, shared their 

compassion with me and for me," he said.

There are, of course, sad moments, he said.

"But if I did one thing that made a difference, that's 

what really builds you up, what you have to focus on."

So, Kobylarz said, "I might look magnificent, but all the 

other people are magnificent. That's the university. It's 

truly, I think, driven by compassion and caring for 

others, and trying to do what's best."

Susan Oppat can be reached at soppat@annarbornews.com or 

at 734-482-1166.

