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The case against Jimmy Green hinged on a single piece of evidence - and the ingenuity of a Michigan State Police forensic scientist.
Ypsilanti Police Sgt. Amy Walker said the case was made by Heather Vitta, supervisor of the biology and DNA division of the state police crime lab in Northville.
After the crime lab tested vaginal swabs taken from the body of Laura Jean McBride in 1983 for blood type - DNA testing was still several years away - the evidence went back into a property room.
More than 20 years later, Vitta opened the paper envelope containing the swabs. Evidence is stored that way so it will air dry rather than be degraded by bacteria that can develop in a plastic bag.
Vitta testified that she found some DNA in the swabs, but not enough for a definitive match.
Then she found a stain on the envelope - one that commonly develops when a wet swab is placed in a paper envelope.
In cold cases, Vitta said, "sometimes all of the evidence available at the time of the crime is no longer available, and we are required to think of other ways of obtaining the same information."
She's never heard of anyone else trying it, but Vitta tested the stain - and found enough DNA for a match to Green. His DNA was already in the Combined DNA Index System - CODIS - from a previous rape conviction.
"It's very rewarding when we can provide some closure to the families of victims of such heinous crimes," Vitta said.
