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Toni Goodson's family never heard of Laura McBride until Friday. 
The McBrides first heard of Toni Goodson on Tuesday afternoon.
But members of the families embraced when they met in the hallway of Washtenaw Circuit Court Tuesday, suddenly united by a shared tragedy. And they were united in their relief that Jimmy Eric Green, who was convicted of raping and killing McBride and suspected of raping and killing Goodson, will likely never take a free breath again.
Green was sentenced to a mandatory term of life in prison Tuesday in McBride's 1983 slaying. Police say they have DNA linking Green to Goodson's 1993 death, but he has not faced charges because prosecutors have said they can't prove he killed her. 
Toni Goodson was a working and church-going 35-year-old single mother of three. Friends and family said she would never leave her children - 11-year-old Raynard, 7-year-old Raenisha and 4-year-old Rayshard - alone.
So when the children showed up at a neighbor's home the morning of June 19, 1993, everyone knew something was wrong.
They were right.
Ypsilanti Police found Goodson's bedroom window open, the screen on the ground.
There was a hole in the wall over her bed where the wallboard had a 3-1Ú2-inch-wide fist mark in it.
And investigators found semen on her bed - semen that turned out match the DNA of an acquaintance named Jimmy Green. He winced a few days later when a detective shook his 3-1Ú2-inch-wide, swollen hand, police reports said.
Three days after Goodson was reported missing, police found her nude, badly decomposed body in a garden 60 yards from her house. She had suffered at least three blows to the back of the head.
People who last saw Goodson - including Green - told police they watched her enter her house after she spent the evening with them. 
Green initially was not a prime suspect in the slaying. Police reports show investigators were also looking at another suspect - a nephew of the man she was dating.
Some evidence pointed to that man, including an unusually large footprint in the garden where her body was discovered, and the fact that the man had been heard making lewd comments about Goodson, police reports said.
After police learned Green's DNA was found on Goodson's bed, he was questioned again. 

Green told police he saw it all.
"I witnessed the whole thing. I saw from the time Toni was beaten to the time she had no pulse," he eventually said, according to reports.
In a story remarkably similar to the one he told at his trial for McBride's murder, Green claimed he had sex with Goodson just before she died.
Green said he left and had returned for his forgotten keys when he saw a large man pulling 

Goodson from her house with a shirt wrapped around her neck. Green said the man was beating Goodson, then dragged her toward the garden.
Until last Friday, Goodson's relatives were unaware that police had identified a suspect - nor did they know he was about to be sentenced in another slaying.
Ypsilanti Police Chief Matt Harshberger said last week that he believes Green killed Toni Goodson.
But Deputy Chief Assistant Prosecutor Steven Hiller said no charges have been filed and may never be.
"DNA is a useful tool for the investigation and prosecution of crimes, but its usefulness ... can be affected by the other circumstances surrounding a crime," he said.
Hiller refused further comment, saying unsolved homicides are never closed, so he doesn't want to damage any case that might be brought.
On Tuesday, several of Goodson's relatives made the drive from Detroit to Ann Arbor to attend Green's hearing. The group included her daughter, her ex-husband's parents, three of their children and two of their grandchildren.
Goodson's sons, now 25 and 19, live in Kentucky, where Raynard just graduated and Rayshard attends their father's college alma mater.
Raenisha, 22, is also in school, while she works as a nurse's aide and cares for her 1-year-old daughter, Aubrey.
The three were raised first by their father's brother, Antonio, then by their paternal grandparents, Vertis and Annie Zeigler. Their father, Raynard Zeigler, died in 1998.
Raenisha has old photographs that show her in the dresses her mother loved. But she has few memories.
So her aunts and uncles remember for her and remind her.
Toni was "outgoing, friendly, a loving mother, who loved us," Antonio Zeigler said.
She liked to dance, and was "sweet as could be," remembered Verlene Davis, Goodson's sister-in-law.
Her family nodded and embraced as they watched Jimmy Green go to prison for another family's loss.
At least now, they said, they know he'll never hurt anyone else's daughter.
